CITY COUNCIL
_ ATLANTA, GEORGIA
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BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF ALL
CLAIMS IN THE CASE OF GENE C. JUSTICE V. ROGER
L. DUKES, ET AL., UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, CIVIL
ACTION FILE NO. 1:99-CV-1648-CC, FOR THE
AMOUNT OF $75,000.00.

WHEREAS, Gene C. Justice v. Roger L. Dukes, et al. is a case
in which the Plaintiff, Eugene Justice, is suing for personal
injuries received when he was apprehended and arrested by former
City of Atlanta Police Officer Roger L. Dukes, and for deprivation
of his constitutionally and federally protected rights under
42.U.8.C. §1983; and

WHEREAS, the Plaintiff has alleged that he was subjected to
unnecessary, unreasonable and excessive force, and that he was
deprived of his rights secured by the Fourth and Fourteenth
Amendments to the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiff’s apprehension and arrest occurred after he
used profane language in the presence of Officer Dukes and three
Fulton County Sheriff Deputies while performing his duties as a
City of Atlanta Senior Parks Worker at a Jazz Festival at Piedmont
Park; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiff Gene Justice, as a result of the physical

struggle with Officer Dukes in the course of his arrest, suffered

injuries to his back and shoulder, resulting in back surgery and



o
DaR i?‘surgeries on his left shoulder; and
% Whereas, the parties have engaged in a settlement conference
with the judge, who helped the parties evaluate their prospects and
suggested that these types of cases generally result in a jury
verdict for the plaintiff in the range of $125,000 to $200,000; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983 and §1988, if Plaintiff
should be awarded compensatory damages, Officer Dukes would be
required to pay reasonable costs and attorney’s fees of the
Plaintiff which would total more than sixty thousand dollars
($60,000); and
WHEREAS, the Plaintiff is willing to settle all claims against
Officer Dukes in this case for seventy-thousand dollars ($75,000),
an amount that includes all costs and attorney’s fees; and

WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommends this settlement because

it is in the best interests of the City;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, as follows:

SECTION ONE: That the City Attorney is hereby authorized to
conclude the settlement of all claims of Gene C. Justice against
former Officer Roger L. Dukes, as set forth in Civil Action File
No. 1:99-CV-1648-CC, in the United States District Court, Northern
District of Georgia, for the aggregate amount of seventy-five

thousand dollars ($75,000).



V'SEC;\I,‘ION TWO: That the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to pay to Attorney John
- 'I-I;‘in'ton of Gambrell & Stolz, on behalf of Gene C. Justice, the sum of $75,000 which shall be
paid from Account No. 1A01-529017-T31001.

Change made by Ray English, Policy Analyst, May 14, 2002.

A true copy, ADOPTED by the Council MAY 20, 2002

‘@ f - 4 APPROVED by the Mayor MAY 28, 2002

Municipal Clerk, OMC
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